INSURANCE ENROLLMENT 2017
Medicare- Open enrollment is NOW! Get started ASAP. Only open through
December 7, 2017.
•
•

Please note: Around April 2018, you will get a NEW card for Medicare that
will have a new number on it (it will no longer be your social security
number as your Medicare number)
If you are already enrolled in a program for 2017, if you do NOTHING, it will
automatically keep you in the same program for 2018.

Marketplace- Enrollments is NOW. Only open through December 15, 2017. If you
have Medicare, you DO NOT enroll in Marketplace plan. This is for those who are
between 18-64 and do not have Medicare or Medicaid coverage.
• If you are already enrolled in a program for 2017, if you do NOTHING, it will
automatically keep you in the same program for 2018.

What is Medicare, Medicaid, Medicare Advantage, and/or Medicare
Supplement?
Medicare- Insurance for those over 65 or those who are disabled and qualify for
Medicare (if you receive Social Security Disability, you qualify for Medicare).
Medicaid- Granted through the state for low-income families and/or low income
individuals with a disability. Apply through DHS. They will determine eligibility.
Medicaid is IN ADDITION to Medicare coverage and assists with payments of
Medicare premiums, deductibles, and co-payments.
Medicare Advantage- If you qualify for Medicare, you have the option for Medicare
Advantage programs. This is also known as Medicare Part C. These are programs
that private companies offer to include prescription drug coverage and are different
from having original Medicare. If you opt for a Medicare Advantage plan, you may
have better coverage, but you also will have to use the network of doctors that that
specific plan offers and cannot just pick a doctor who accepts Medicare. In other
words, you are more limited, but you may save money in other areas of the plan.
Some of these plans help with copayments and deductibles. Some of these plans cost
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nothing and some have a monthly premium. Most of these plans have prescription
drug coverage.
Medicare Supplement- These plans are also known as Medigap. These can be
costly, but help with copayments and deductibles. These are good options for those
aging into Medicare (turning 65 this year) or those transitioning from an employer
to Medicare. These cannot be used IN ADDITION to Medicare Advantage plans and
these plans do not include prescription drug coverage. So if you choose a Medicare
Supplement plan, you must also choose a Part D prescription drug coverage plan if
you want prescription drug coverage.

Questions to consider:
1. Are you just turning 65 in the first 6 months of 2018? If yes, you have
guaranteed issue rights into a Medigap (also known as Medicare
Supplement) program meaning you will not have to have any health tests and
they cannot deny coverage if you choose a Medicare Supplement program.
2. Are you eligible for Medicaid? *If you are eligible for Medicaid, you do not
need a Medicare Supplement program!*
3. How do I choose which is right for me? Medicare Advantage Plan (known as
Meidcare Part C) or Medicare Supplement Program (also known as
Medigap)? Many different PRIVATE companies offer Medicare Supplement
and Medicare Advantage programs. Medicare Supplement programs are
DIFFERENT from Medicare Advantage programs. Go to
https://www.medicare.gov/medicarecoverageoptions/#questionnaire to
take a questionnaire that may help you decipher which is right for you. Also,
it may be beneficial to call 1-800-MEDICARE.

You can call Medicare or go online to receive assistance with
finding the correct plan for your needs.

•
•
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Call 1-800-MEDICARE to receive assistance with enrolling in the correct
plan. Before you call:
mentally prepare for a long and complicated phone call.
have a list of all of your medications and your pill bottles with you.
o They will ask about the name of the drugs, dose amounts, the quantity
in the pill bottle.

TO LOOK AT OPTIONS ONLINE:
1. Go to Medicare.gov
2. Click on Use the Plan Finder to review your coverage options

3. It will prompt you to enter zip code
4. You will then click Find Plans
5. Follow prompting questions- You will need to know all of the
prescription drugs that you are taking (or your doctor
recommends you to take in the near future)
6. It will prompt you to add your pharmacy
7. When it comes up with the summary of results, it will give you
an option to set parameters on the left side. It will look like this:
Click each (+) sign in order to open that category and set parameters.
What does each one mean?
Monthly Plan Premium: How much you will pay each month for the
plan.
Annual Drug Deductible: How much you will pay out of pocket each
year
Star Rating: How people rate the plan (customer service, etc)
Select Coverage Options: If you select the option “allow me to see any doctor” just
know that you may limit your choices significantly. Instead, it would be more
beneficial to look up if your doctor is covered under specific plans. Also, if you select
offer nationwide plans, be advised this also significantly limits your options for
Medicare ADVANTAGE programs. If you travel a lot, you may want to consider
Original Medicare with Medigap as this will cover you across the US. You are
typically not covered outside of the US. Click on these two links for further
information regarding travel:
•
•
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https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/travel-need-health-care-outside-us.html
https://www.medicare.gov/supplement-other-insurance/medigap-and-travel/medigapand-travel.html

